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Sir: 



AMENDMENT 



In response to the Office Action mailed December 20, 2002, please amend the above- 
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identified application as fo llows: 

jJf^J^:^^ Footgear with pressure relief areas for the foot, comprising: 
''^^^'^ ^anVuter sole: 

an imner sole mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independently vertically movable resilient sections arranged in a grid pattern, said 
independentlywertically movable sections having lower surfaces which are separately removably 
mounted within said footgear and said sections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 

said resilietat sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: and 
said grid ofVesilient sections extending over substantially all of said inner sole: 
said grid pat\em of resilient sections constituting a multipUcity of sections that sway 
laterally independently , of one another in response to forces applied by the foot, thereby reducing 
shear stresses on the bottom of a foot as the user walks along: 
said footgear having a closed heel/ankle portion: 
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saiM footgear including upper footgear parts for holding the foot into the footgear, said 

upper foot^ar parts extending over at least a portion of the upper su rface of the foot from both 

sides of the mot: and 

said upper surface of said resilient sections being directly exposed for direct engagement 
with the foot oMie user or a sock or stocking on the foot of the user. 

43. Footgear with pressure relief areas for the foot, comprising: 
an outer sole: 

an inner sop mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independently vertically movable resilient sections arranged in a grid pattern, said 
independently vertically movable sections having lower surfaces which are separately removably 
mounted within saidifootgear. and said sections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 

said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: and 

said grid of resilient sections extending over substantially all of said inner sole: 

said footgear having a closed heel/ankle portion: 

said footgear including upper footgear parts for holding the foot into the footgear, said 
upper footgear parts extending over at least a portion of the upper surface of the foot: 

arrangements for Engaging said upper footgear parts to hold the user's foot into the 
footgear: \ 

said upper surface ofisaid resilient sections being directly exposed for direct engagement 
with the foot of the user or a sock or stocking on the foot of the user: and 

said grid pattem of resilient sections constituting a multiplicity of sections that sway 
laterally independently of one another in response to forces applied by the foot, thereby reducing 
shear stresses on the bottom of a foot as the user walks along. 

44, Footgear with pressureVelief areas for the foot, comprising: 
an outer sole: \ 

an inner sole mounted in sain footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independently vertically movable resilient sections arranged in a grid pattem. said 
independently vertically movable sections having lower surfaces which are separately removably 
mounted within said footgear, and said Siections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 
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s^d resilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: and 
sai\i grid of resilient sections extending over substantially all of said inner sole: 
saiaxtootgear having a closed heel/ankle portion: 

said Vid pattern of resilient sections constituting a multiplicity of sections that swav 
laterally independently of one another in response to forces applied by the foot, thereby reducing 
shear stresses on the bottom of a foot as the user walks along: and 

said upperv surface of said sections being directly exposed for direct engagement with the 
foot of the user or asock or stocking on the foot of the user. 

45. FootgeaA with pressure relief areas for the foot, comprising: 
an outer sole: 

an inner sole Counted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independeAtly vertically movable resilient sections arranged in a grid pattern, said 
independently verticals movable sections having lower surfaces which are separately 
removably, mounted witftin said footgear and said sections having upper surfaces which together 
form a substantially smoom and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 
said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: and 
said grid of resihent sections extending over substantially all of said inner sole: 
said upper surface of said sections being directly exposed for direct engagement with the 
foot of the user or a sock or stocking on the foot of the user: and 

said grid pattern of resMient sections constituting a multiplicity of sections that sway 
laterally to a substantial extent independently of one another in response to forces applied by the 
foot, thereby reducing shear stresses on the bottom of a foot as the user walks along. 
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50. Orthopaedic footgear with resilient support for the foot, comprising: 
an outer sole: 

an inner sole mountedXin said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 



plurality o ^independently movable resihent sectionT^^^gd in a grid pattern, said 

independently vertically movabfe sections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuousNupper surface for engagement by the foot: 

said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: 
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said upV>er surface of said sections being of soft resilient material and being directly 
exposed for direct engagement with the foot of the user or a sock or stocking on the foot of the 
user: and 

said grid pattern of resilient sections constituting a multiplicity of sections that swav 
laterally independently of one another in response to forces applied by the foot, thereby reducing 

shear stresses on the bofttpm of a foot as the user walks along. ^ 

^ 53. Orthopaedic l^otgear as defined in claim 67 wherein said sections are hexagonal in 
cross section. 



Orthopaedic footgear with resilient support for the foot, comprising: 
outer sole: 



i inner sole mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality oy independently vertically movable resilient sections arranged in a grid pattem. said 
independently vertically movable sections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 

said Aesilient sections being directly adjacent one another to form said grid: 
said upper surface of said sections being of soft resilient material and being directly 
exposed for dyect engagement with the foot of the user or a sock or stocking on the foot of the 
user; 

said griM pattem of resilient sections constituting a multiplicity of sections that sway 
laterally indeperMently of one another in response to forces applied by the foot, thereby reducing 
shear stresses on the bottom of a foot as the user walks along: and 

said sections having a height and a transverse extent, with the height being greater than 
said transverse exte 

58. Orthopaedic footgear with resilient support for the foot, comprising: 

an outer sole: 

an inner sole mcVnted in said footgear above said outer sole, said inner sole having a 
plurality of independently^'^^erti^^ sections arranged in a grid pattem. said 

independently vertically mVvable sections having upper surfaces which together form a 
substantially smooth and continuous upper surface for engagement by the foot: 

said resilient sections bemg directly adjacent one another to form said grid: 



